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The reforms consisted partly in the transformation of these types
of schools, with the exception of those under (5) which were not
the concern of the Ministry of Education, and partly in the
foundation of new types of institutions. The Classic ' Gymna-
sium'-Lyceum preserved its name and structure unchanged;
the Scuola Complement are e Normale changed both name and
structure, and so did the Technical School; the Technical Insti-
tute was provided with a lower course lasting four years and lost
one of its sections; the newly-founded types of schools were the
Science Lyceum (Liceo Scientifico) and the Lyceum for Girls
(Liceo Femminile); finally, the Sezione Moderna of the * Gymna-
sium '-Lyceum was abolished.
The Scuola Complementare e Normale was transformed into the
Istituto Magistrate, which was divided into two courses: (i) the
Istituto Magistrate Inferiore of four years (corresponding to the
three years of the Scuola Complement are), and (2) the Istituto
Magistrate Superiore of three years (taking the place of the
Scuola Normale). This organic change was meant to meet the
need for a simpler functioning of this type of school. The slow
transformation which the Normal School had undergone, the
originally ambiguous character of the Scuole Complementary and
their incomplete fusion into one single school, especially in
places where only the lower or the higher school existed, affected
these institutes unfavourably. Their character of training schools
for elementary teachers was often (tainted' with the accusation
of being a refugium peccatorum for those, especially boys, who
did not succeed in other more difficult schools, and wanted to
obtain a certificate which might be produced in order to find
employment in odd jobs. The similarity between the old Scuola
Complementare and the Technical School made it a normal prac-
tice that boys and girls who did not mean to go on into the
Normal School, and had quite different interests and aims from
that of becoming teachers, should attend the Scuola Complemen-
tare. This was avoided in the Istituto Magistrate Inferiore, which
became meaningless as a school by itself, and had no other raison
d'etre than that of being the preparatory course to the Istituto
Magistrate Superiore. On the other hand, the increase of one
year in the length of studies, coupled with the obligation to attend
the fifth form of the elementary schools before passing into the
Istituto Magistrate Inferiore, meant that the lowest age at which
boys and girls could become teachers was raised from sixteen to
eighteen.
The Technical School was transformed into the new Scuola
Complementare. Although the name was taken from the old
lower course of the schools for the training of teachers, its mean-